
Book Challenge 2022-2023:  Annotated Booklist

+eAudio available in Norwell Town Schools Digital library via OverDrive
*eBook available in Norwell Town Schools Digital library via OverDrive

Adams, Sara Nisha. The Reading List - Working at the local library, Aleisha reads every book on a secret
list she found, which transports her from the painful realities she's facing at home, and decides to pass the list on to a
lonely widower desperate to connect with his bookworm granddaughter. (books, friendship)

Adams, Taylor. No Exit - Darby Thorne is a college student stranded by a blizzard at a highway rest stop in the
middle of nowhere. She's on the way home to see her sick mother. She'll have to spend the night in the rest stop with
four complete strangers. Then she stumbles across a little girl locked inside one of their parked cars. (thriller,
suspense) (2022 film, Disney+)

Arnold, David. The Electric Kingdom - As swarms of infected Flies roam the earth, a few survivors must
navigate the woods of post-apocalyptic New England, and meet others along the way who are on their own quest to
find life and love in a world that has gone dark.  (Science Fiction, Survival, Dystopian Fiction) (grade 11 Summer
Reading) + *

Austen, Jane. Persuasion - “Living with her snobby family on the brink of bankruptcy, Anne Elliot is an
unconforming woman with modern sensibilities.  When Fredrick Wentworth, the dashing one she once sent away
crashes back into her life, Anne must choose between putting the past behind her or listening to her heart when it
comes to second chance.” (classic) (2022 film)

Backman, Fredrik. And Every Morning the Way Home Gets Longer and Longer - an
exquisitely moving portrait of an elderly man's struggle to hold on to his most precious memories, and his family's
efforts to care for him even as they must find a way to let go. (grandparent and child, memory issues)

Bardugo, Leigh. Shadow and Bone - Orphaned by the Border Wars, Alina Starkov is taken from obscurity
and her only friend, Mal, to become the protegé of the mysterious Darkling, who trains her to join the magical elite in
the belief that she is the Sun Summoner, who can destroy the monsters of the Fold.  (or other titles in series: Siege
and Storm, Ruin and Rising) (a Netflix series) (fantasy) (Grade 9 Summer Reading) *

Benedict, Marie. The Mystery of Mrs. Christie - December 1926: England unleashes the largest
manhunt in its history. The object of the search is not an escaped convict or a war criminal, but the missing wife of a
WWI hero, up-and-coming mystery author Agatha Christie. When hercar is found wrecked, empty, and abandoned
near a natural spring, the country is in a frenzy. Eleven days later, Agatha reappears, claiming amnesia. She provides
no answers for her disappearance. That is . . . until she writes a very strange book about a missing woman, a
murderous husband, and a plan to expose the truth. What role did her unfaithful husband play? And what was he not
telling investigators? (mystery, historical fiction) *

Blum, Jenna. Woodrow on the Bench: Life Lessons from a Wise Old Dog - Since she adopted
him as a puppy fifteen years earlier, Jenna Blum and Woodrow have been inseparable. Woodrow and his 'Mommoo'
are fixtures in their Boston neighborhood. But Woodrow is aging. As he begins to fail, the true nature of his
relationship with Jenna is revealed. Jenna may be the dog parent, but it is Woodrow, with his personality and trusting
nature, who has much to teach her. A divorcée who has experienced her share of sadness and loss, Jenna
discovers, over the months she spends caring for her ailing dog, what it is to be present in the moment, and what it
truly means to love. Aided by friends and buoyed by the support of strangers, Jenna and Woodrow navigate these
precious final days together with kindness, humor, and grace. (dogs; memoir)



Castle, Jacqui. The Seclusion - While on a routine assignment scouting the country's dwindling natural
resources, Patricia 'Patch' and her best friend, Rexx, discover a cache of dangerous contraband--printed books from
before The Seclusion. These texts spark an unquenchable thirst for the truth that leads to the arrest of Patch's father
by the totalitarian Board, which runs the entire country. Evading their own arrest, Patch and Rexx set out across a
ruined future United States. Along the way, they learn about how their country came to be this way, but their
newfound knowledge may lead to their own demise. (dystopian fiction, totalitarianism)

Christie, Agatha. Why Didn’t They Ask Evans? - In her classic mystery Why Didn't They Ask Evans?, a
dying man's bewildering last words pull an inquisitive young man and his beautiful companion into a dangerous web
of lethal secrets. (2022 film) (mystery)

Colbert, Brandy. Black Birds in the Sky:  The Story and Legacy of the 1921 Tulsa Race
Massacre - In the early morning of June 1, 1921, a white mob marched across the train tracks in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
and into its predominantly Black Greenwood District--a thriving, affluent neighborhood known as America's Black Wall
Street. They brought with them firearms, gasoline, and explosives. In a few short hours, they'd razed thirty-five square
blocks to the ground, leaving hundreds dead. The Tulsa Race Massacre is one of the most devastating acts of racial
violence in US history. But how did it come to pass? What exactly happened? And why are the events unknown to so
many of us today? (non-fiction, american history, race relations)

Dessen, Sarah. Along for the Ride - When Auden impulsively goes to stay with her father, stepmother, and
new baby sister the summer before she starts college, all the trauma of her parents' divorce is revived, even as she is
making new friends and having new experiences such as learning to ride a bike and dating. (contemporary fiction,
families, dating) (2022 film)

Diaz, Natasha. Color Me In - Fifteen-year-old Nevaeh Levitz is torn between two worlds, passing for white
while living in Harlem, being called Jewish while attending her mother's Baptist church, and experiencing first love
while watching her parents' marriage crumble. (contemporary fiction, diversity & multicultural)

Enzensberger, Hans Magnus. The Number Devil:  a Mathematical Adventure - Annoyed with
his math teacher who assigns word problems and won't let him use a calculator, twelve-year-old Robert finds help
from the number devil in his dreams.  (mathematics) (grade 9 Summer Reading)

Gong, Chloe. These Violent Delights - In 1926 Shanghai, eighteen-year-old Juliette Cai, heir of the Scarlet
Gang, and her first love-turned-rival Roma Montagov, leader of the White Flowers, must work together when
mysterious deaths threaten their city. (gangs, early 20th Century China, fantasy) +

Gratz, Alan. Ground Zero - Brandon is visiting his dad on the 107th floor of the World Trade Center on
September 11, 2001 when the attack comes; Reshmina is a girl in Afghanistan who has grown up in the aftermath of
that attack but dreams of peace, becoming a teacher and escaping her village and the narrow role that the Taliban
believes is appropriate for women--both are struggling to survive, both changed forever by the events of 9/11.
(terrorism, diversity) (grade 9 Summer Reading) + *

Han, Jenny. The Summer I Turned Pretty - Belly spends the summer she turns sixteen at the beach just
like every other summer of her life, but this time things are very different. (contemporary fiction) (Film 2022) *



King, Stephen. Carrie - Stephen King's legendary debut, about a teenage outcast and the revenge she enacts
on her classmates. Carrie White may be picked on by her classmates, but she has a gift. She can move things with
her mind. Doors lock. Candles fall. This is her power and her problem. Then, an act of kindness, as spontaneous as
the vicious taunts of her classmates, offers Carrie a chance to be normal...until an unexpected cruelty turns her gift
into a weapon of horror and destruction that no one will ever forget. (horror)

Konigsberg, Bill. The Bridge - Aaron and Tillie do not know each other, but they both feel suicidal and
arrive at the George Washington Bridge at the same time, intending to jump. Includes resources about suicide
prevention and suicide prevention for LGBTQIA+ youth. (suicide, depression, friendship, LGTBQ+)

Lo, Malinda. Last Night at the Telegraph Club - With the threat of deportation looming over her
father--in spite of his hard-won citizenship and disavowal of Communism -- seventeen-year-old American-born
Chinese Lily Hu pursues a relationship with her Caucasian classmate Kath.  (Chinese Americans, LGBTQ+, historical
fiction, 1950s America) (National Book Award winner) (grade 12 Summer Reading) +

Locke, Katherine. This Rebel Heart - During the 1956 Hungarian Revolution in post-WWII Communist
Budapest, Csilla must decide whether to fight for her deeply flawed country or let it burn to the ground after her late
parents are unexpectedly, publicly exonerated. (historical fiction, WWII)

Lockhart, E. Family of Liars - Carrie Sinclair tells the ghost of her son Johnny about the summer of 1987,
when "the boys" arrive on Beechwood Island, setting off events that will haunt her for years to come.
(Massachusetts, murder, wealth)

Lupica, Mike. Fantasy League - In Los Angeles, twelve-year-old Charlie's skill at fantasy football gains the
attention of both the local media and the owner of a professional football team. (sports, football)

Lupica, Mike. Strike Zone - Twelve-year-old Nick García dreams of winning MVP of his summer baseball
league, of finding a cure for his sister, of meeting his hero, Yankee pitcher Michael Arroyo, and of no longer living in
fear of the government and ICE agents. (sports)

Mafi, Tahereh. A Very Large Expanse of Sea - It's 2002, a year after 9/11. It's an extremely turbulent time
politically, but especially so for someone like Shirin, a sixteen-year-old Muslim girl who's tired of being stereotyped.
Shirin is never surprised by how horrible people can be. She's tired of the rude stares, the degrading
comments--even the physical violence--she endures as a result of her race, her religion, and the hijab she wears
every day. So she's built up protective walls and refuses to let anyone close enough to hurt her. Instead, she drowns
her frustrations in music and spends her afternoons break-dancing with her brother. But then she meets Ocean
James. He's the first person in forever who really seems to want to get to know Shirin. It terrifies her--they seem to
come from two irreconcilable worlds--and Shirin has had her guard up for so long that she's not sure she'll ever be
able to let it down. (Muslim teenagers, first love, prejudice)

Mandel, Emily St. John. Sea of Tranquility - The award-winning, best-selling author of Station Eleven and
The Glass Hotel returns with a novel of art, time, love, and plague that takes the reader from an island off Vancouver
in 1912 to a dark colony of the moon three hundred years later, unfurling a story of humanity across centuries and
planets. (space and time, science fiction, epidemics)

McCrina, Amanda. The Silent Unseen:  a Novel of World War II - In July 1944, as the Red Army
drives the Nazis out of Poland, sixteen-year-old Maria Kamińska must work with a captured Ukrainian nationalist to
find her brother, who is a special operations agent and leader of a Polish Resistance squad, when he disappears
while on a mission. (historical fiction, WWII, Ukraine) +



McQueen, Daven. The Invincible Summer of Juniper Jones - It's the summer of 1955. For Ethan
Harper, a biracial kid raised mostly by his white father, race has always been a distant conversation. When he's sent
to spend the summer with his aunt and uncle in small-town Alabama, his blackness is suddenly front and center, and
no one is shy about making it know he's not welcome. Enter Juniper Jones. The town's resident free spirit, she's
everything the townspeople aren't-- open, kind, and accepting. (racially mixed children, Alabama)

Moldavsky, Goldy. The Mary Shelley Club - Scholarship student Rachel keeps to herself at Manchester
Prep, preferring the company of horror films to trust fund babies. When a prank puts her on the radar of a mysterious
student society, 'The Mary Shelley Club', they subject her to a number of escalating Fear Tests which eventually puts
them on the radar of a serial killer. (mystery, boarding schools)

Morris, Brittney. Slay - An honors student at Jefferson Academy, seventeen-year-old Kiera enjoys developing
and playing Slay, a secret, multiplayer online role-playing game celebrating black culture, until the two worlds collide.
(video games/esports, contemporary fiction, African Americans)

Nedd, Alexis. Don’t Hate the Player - Sixteen-year-old Emilia, secretly a dedicated gamer, competes with
her elite team in a major tournament at the same time she and her best friend are running for class president and
vice president. (video games/esports, contemporary fiction) (grade 10 Summer Reading) *

Nelson, Jandy. The Sky is Everywhere - Adrift after her sister Bailey's sudden death, Lennie finds herself
torn between quiet, seductive Toby--Bailey's boyfriend who shares Lennie's grief--and Joe, the new boy in town who
bursts with life and musical genius. Each offers Lennie something she desperately needs. One boy helps her
remember. The other lets her forget. And she knows if the two of them collide, her whole world will explode.
(contemporary fiction, romance, family) - an Apple TV film

Palacio, R. J. White Bird - Tells the story of Julian's grandma's childhood as she, a Jewish girl, was hidden by
a family in a Nazi-occupied French village during World War II and how the boy she once shunned became her savior
and best friend. (graphic novel) (2022 film)

Pandian, Gigi. Under Lock & Skeleton Key:  A Secret Staircase Mystery - After a disastrous
accident derails Tempest Raj's career, and life, she heads back to her childhood home in California to comfort
herself with her grandfather's Indian home-cooked meals. Though she resists, every day brings her closer to
the inevitable: working for her father's company. Secret Staircase Construction specializes in bringing the
magic of childhood to all by transforming clients' homes with sliding bookcases, intricate locks, backyard
treehouses, and hidden reading nooks. When Tempest visits her dad's latest renovation project, her former
stage double is discovered dead inside a wall that's supposedly been sealed for more than a century. Fearing
she was the intended victim, it's up to Tempest to solve this seemingly impossible crime. But as she delves
further into the mystery, Tempest can't help but wonder if the Raj family curse that's plagued her family for
generations-something she used to swear didn't exist-has finally come for her. (mystery, magicians)

Patel, Vaishnavi. Kaikeyi - I was born on the full moon under an auspicious constellation, the holiest of
positions-much good it did me." So begins Kaikeyi's tale. The only daughter of the kingdom of Kekaya, she is raised
on grand stories about the might and benevolence of the gods: how they churned vast oceans to obtain the nectar of
immortality, how they offer the devoted and the wise magnificent boons, how they vanquish evil and ensure the land
prospers. Yet she watches as her father unceremoniously banishes her mother, her own worth measured by how
great a marriage alliance she can secure. And when she calls upon the gods for help, they never seem to hear.
Desperate for some measure of independence, she turns to the ancient texts she once read with her mother and
discovers a magic that is hers alone. She uses it to transform herself from overlooked princess into warrior, diplomat,
and most-favored queen, determined to forge a better world for herself than the one that gods and men have granted.
But as the demons of stories Kaikeyi grew up hearing threaten the cosmic order, her will clashes with the path that



the gods have chosen for her family-and especially that of her beloved son, Rama. And she must decide if her
resistance is worth the destruction it will wreak...and what legacy she intends to leave behind. (Hindu mythology,
queens)

Patterson, James and Mike Lupica. The Horsewoman - Maggie Atwood and Becky McCabe--mother
and daughter, both champion riders--vowed to never, ever, go up against one another, until the tense, harrowing
competitions leading to the Paris Olympics. (horse sports, Olympics)

Pearson, Judith. Wolves at the Door:  The True Story of America’s Greatest Female Spy -
Chronicles the life of American female spy Virginia Hall, discussing her childhood in Baltimore, dream of becoming a
Foreign Service Officer, work for the British Special Operations Executive, and other related topics. (eBook) WWII
history, espionage (grade 11 Summer Reading) *

Pike, Christopher. The Midnight Club - In a hospice for the terminally ill, five teenagers, who meet every
night to tell each other scary stories, make a pact that the first of them to die must try to contact the others from
beyond the grave. (horror) (2022 Netflix series)

Prose, Nita. The Maid. A charmingly eccentric hotel maid discovers a guest murdered in his bed, turning her
once orderly world upside down--and inspiring a motley crew of unexpected allies to band together to solve the
mystery. (mystery) +

Reynolds, Jason and Kiely Brendan. All American Boys - When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly
accused of stealing, classmate Quinn witnesses his brutal beating at the hands of a police officer who happens to be
the older brother of his best friend. Told through Rashad and Quinn's alternating viewpoints. (racism) + *

Runcie, James. The Great Passion - This novel imagines the story of 13-year old Stefan and the story
behind Bach’s writing of the St. Matthew Passion. It explores grief and music, and how music helps to cope with grief
- in this case resulting in a masterpiece of musical composition. After Stefan’s mother dies, he attends a school where
he is tutored by musician John Sebastian Bach. (historical novel, music  history)

Sabic-El-Rayess, Amra. The Cat I Never Named: a True Story of Love, War, and Survival -
In Bihac, Bosnia, in 1992, sixteen-year-old Amra and her family face starvation and the threat of brutal ethnic violence
as Serbs and Bosnians clash, while a stray cat, Maci, provides solace. (Bosnia)

Salisbury, Melinda. Hold Back the Tide - Everyone in this quiet lakeside community knows that Alva's
father killed her mother, all those years ago. There wasn't enough proof to arrest him, though, and with no other
family, Alva's been forced to live with her mother's murderer, doing her best to survive until she can earn enough
money to run away. One of her chores is to monitor water levels in the loch-a task her father takes very seriously.
Their family has been the guardian of the loch for generations. It's a cold, lonely task, and a few times, Alva can
swear she feels someone watching her. But the more Alva investigates, the more she realizes that the truth can be
more monstrous than  lies, and that you can never escape your past.  (suspense, mystery, horror, Scotland)

Scwartz, Dana. Anatomy:  A Love Story - Hazel Sinnett is a medical student in 19th century Scotland
who, after being kicked out because of her gender, works with new attractive acquaintance Jack Currer to procure
dead bodies to study, but they soon discover secrets buried in the heart of Edinburgh society. (A Reese’s YA Book
Club pick) (grade 10 Summer Reading) (mystery, Scotland history, women medical students) *

Sepetys, Ruta. I Must Betray You - In a country governed by isolation, fear, and a tyrannical dictator,
seventeen-year-old Cristian Florescu is blackmailed by the secret police to become an informer, but he decides to



use his position to try to outwit his handler, undermine the regime, give voice to fellow Romanians, and expose to the
world what is happening in his country. (Spy stories, Totalitarianism, Romanian history)

Shepherd, Peng. The Cartographers - a highly imaginative thriller about a young woman who discovers
that a strange map in her deceased father's belongings holds an incredible, deadly secret--one that will lead her on
an extraordinary adventure and to the truth about her family's dark history. (mystery, fantasy, maps)

Shusterman, Neal. Scorpion Shards (Star Shards Chronicles #1) - Six teenagers, each tormented by what
seems to be an exaggerated adolescent affliction, come together to try to stop the "beasts" that threaten to destroy
them and the world. (fantasy)

Smith, Jennifer E. The Statistical Probability of Love at First Sight - Hadley and Oliver fall in love
on the flight from New York to London, but after a cinematic kiss they lose track of each other at the airport until fate
brings them back together on a very momentous day. (contemporary fiction, travel, romance) (Film in 2022)

Sullivan, Rosemary. The Betrayal of Anne Frank: A Cold Case Investigation - Using new
technology, recently discovered documents and sophisticated investigative techniques, an international team—led by an
obsessed retired FBI agent—has finally solved the mystery that has haunted generations since World War II: Who betrayed
Anne Frank and her family? And why? (non-fiction, history, WWII, Holocaust)

Tevis, Walter. The Man Who Fell to Earth - A man wanders into town one day seemingly out of nowhere.
He starts by peddling valuables just to get by. But he possesses uncanny scientific knowledge, which he uses to
develop technologies of a marvelous nature. In time he builds a corporate empire that propels him to unimaginable
wealth--but to what end? His rapid ascent to the highest levels of success is remarkable, but the vision of his
enterprise begins to falter as he succumbs to afflictions that feel all-too-human, and the true purpose of his presence
here on earth is in grave danger of being abandoned. (Science fiction) (Showtime series 2022)

Thao, Dustin. You’ve Reached Sam - Seventeen-year-old Julie fell in love with Sam the day she met him,
and planned to attend college with him; but Sam died, and getting rid of his things, trying to erase him from her life is
not working, so desperate to hear his voice one more time, Julie calls his cellphone expecting to hear his
voicemail--but then Sam answers, and suddenly their cellphones become the living connection between them, a
connection Julie finds impossible to let go. (contemporary fiction, romance, friendship, diversity & multicultural) +

Williams, Pip. The Dictionary of Lost Words - In 1901, the word 'Bondmaid' was discovered missing
from the Oxford English Dictionary. This is the story of the girl who stole it. Esme is born into a world of words.
Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends her childhood in the 'Scriptorium', a garden shed in Oxford where
her father and a team of dedicated lexicographers are collecting words for the very first Oxford English Dictionary.
Esme's place is beneath the sorting table, unseen and unheard. One day a slip of paper containing the word
'bondmaid' flutters to the floor. Esme rescues the slip and stashes it in an old wooden case that belongs to her friend,
Lizzie, a young servant in the big house. Esme begins to collect other words from the Scriptorium that are misplaced,
discarded or have been neglected by the dictionary men. They help her make sense of the world. Over time, Esme
realises that some words are considered more important than others, and that words and meanings relating to
women's experiences often go unrecorded. While she dedicates her life to the Oxford English Dictionary, secretly, she
begins to collect words for another dictionary: The Dictionary of Lost Words. (women, suffrage, lexicographers)

Wrobel, Stephanie. Darling Rose Gold - In her compulsive, sharply-drawn debut, Stephanie Wrobel peels
back the layers of the most complicated of mother-daughter relationships. For the first eighteen years of her life, Rose
Gold Watts believed she was seriously ill. She was allergic to everything, used a wheelchair and practically lived at
the hospital. Neighbors did all they could, holding fundraisers and offering shoulders to cry on, but no matter how
many doctors, tests, or surgeries, no one could figure out what was wrong with Rose Gold. Turns out her mom, Patty
Watts, was just a really good liar. After serving five years in prison, Patty gets out with nowhere to go and begs her



daughter to take her in. The entire community is shocked when Rose Gold says yes. Patty insists all she wants is to
reconcile their differences. She says she's forgiven Rose Gold for turning her in and testifying against her. But Rose
Gold knows her mother. Patty Watts always settles a score. Unfortunately for Patty, Rose Gold is no longer her weak
little darling... And she's waited such a long time for her mother to come home. (suspense fiction)

Zevin, Gabrielle. Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow - A modern love story about two
childhood friends, Sam, raised by an actress mother in LA's Koreatown, and Sadie, from the wealthy Jewish enclave
of Beverly Hills, who reunite as adults to create video games, finding an intimacy in digital worlds that eludes them in
their real lives. (video games, romance, diversity)


